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Support the 13th Annual Raffle for the Río
Help Protect and Preserve New Mexico�s Rivers and Water

and. . .
Win a Week in the Wine Country of Bordeaux, France

at the historic Chateau La Gatte!
www.chateaulagatte.coom

2008 Legislative Review
The 2008 legislative session was marked by a major effort to punish or restrict

Executive branch agencies’ ability to function.

Amigos Bravos participated in efforts by the Environmental Alliance of New

Mexico to get some good legislation passed. One good piece of legislation was

Statewide River Ecosystem Restoration funding (SB471). In 2007, the Legislature

approved $2.5million for river ecosystem projects; this year it was increased to

$2.8million for projects carried out by conservation organizations that restore in-

stream ecosystem function and watershed health.

Amigos Bravos and other groups have been working for several years to deal with

the negative environmental impacts of Off-Highway Vehicles (OHVs). SJM40

(Feldman) requested that the Energy Minerals and Natural Resource Department

(EMNRD) and the Department of Game and Fish make recommendations to resolve

user conflicts, prevent future resource damage, provide greater safety protections for

motorized recreation users, and conduct a cost-benefit comparison of motorized and

non-motorized recreation. The memorial was passed and signed by the Governor.

A confusing bill proposed by Rio Rancho Mayor, Swisstack, HJM20, would study

the costs of implementing requirements under the Clean Water Act. It seemed like an

attempt to weaken the CWA by “proving” that it was too expensive. However, discus-

sions with Swisstack indicated he wanted to gather information to justify increased

funding to local governments. Amigos Bravos and the EANM clarified the intent of

the bill and highlighted the damage caused by illegal discharges and lack of CWA

enforcement. A new memorial (HM40) passed unanimously and was signed by the

Governor. A Senate memorial (SM46, Komadina) asked that the Senate urge

Congressman Udall to defeat the federal Clean Water Restoration Act, which passed

in the House in 2007 with Udall’s sponsorship. That memorial died in committee.

In Aril, 2008, New Mexico’s Oil Conservation Division (OCD) will implement a

On February 7th, th, Amigos Bravos

joined with an alliance of eight other

New Mexico community organizations

and two individuals to file a lawsuit

against the U.S. Department of

Energy and Los Alamos National

Security, LLC. Amigos Bravos and its

allies joined forces to hold LANL

accountable for more than 60 years of

contamination that now threatens the

state’s future drinking water supply.

Citing significant violations of the

Clean Water Act at the Los Alamos

National Laboratory (LANL), the

lawsuit outlines concerns about a

legacy of toxic pollution that is

migrating off the lab’s property.

Every time it rains or snows contami-

nants move through canyons and

springs on the Pajarito Plateau to the

Río Grande. The lawsuit calls for

LANL to take immediate and 

effective action to assure compliance

with the Clean Water Act and protect

the communities’ waters.

The lawsuit is based on several

violations of the Clean Water Act,

including failure to comply with

water quality standards, failure to

conduct adequate monitoring, failure

to comply with reporting requirements,

and failure to have effective pollution

control measures in place. The goals

of the lawsuit include remediation of

the sites in question in order to 

prevent future water contamination.

Countless studies by the New

Mexico Environment Department

(NMED) and LANL itself show that

–continued on page 3

continued on page 3



Page 2 - Spring 2008

On February 28th, New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) Secretary

Ron Curry denied a discharge permit for the proposed ParaSol Dairy in the Truth

or Consequences area because lagoons at the facility would have been located 30

feet from Percha Creek flood plain that ultimately feeds into the Río Grande.

Amigos Bravos was approached last Fall by local residents who were concerned

about the potential impacts from the proposed confined animal feeding operation

(CAFO) to the Percha Creek and downstream water resources such as Caballo

Reservoir. While Amigos Bravos did not participate as a major player in this battle,

we were able to do research into the permitting process, sign onto a letter to the

County Commissioners, and offer ideas and suggestions to Caballo Concerned

Citizens Group, a group of dedicated local citizens, led by Jerry Nivens. Amigos

Bravos suggested a letter writing campaign to Secretary Ron Curry, which

Caballo Concerned Citizens pursued with energy and dedication. The press

release issued by NMED mentions the 400 letters (a large amount for the sparsely

populated region of Sierra County) that Secretary Curry received urging him to

deny the permit. This is a successful example of how we envision our role in pro-

tecting New Mexico’s water resources – we are here to provide 

information, technical assistance, and guidance for individuals and groups wish-

ing to protect their watersheds. We do not have the time or resources to take on

all the individual battles as our own and in fact believe that the battles are more

effective when local citizens are the leaders and initiators of campaigns.

Congratulations to Caballo Concerned Citizens – all their hard work paid off!  �

Victory! A Case Study in Technical Assistance

Over the past several months, Amigos

Bravos has initiated a campaign to

raise awareness among Taos County

contractors about stormwater impacts

from construction sites. Construction

sites typically disturb land leaving

bare soil exposed during the 

construction period. When it rains,

this loose soil, if not properly 

contained, will drain with the storm

water off the site, down our streets,

into drains, and eventually into our

rivers. This sediment can cause severe

ecological damage 

As part of this campaign, Amigos

Bravos drafted a letter along with an

informational flyer about the impacts

of sediment sediment-filled storm

water and the federal storm water

requirements that apply to all con-

struction sites nationwide. 

All construction sites that disturb

over an acre of land, including smaller

sites that are part of a larger common

plan of development, are required to

obtain permit coverage from the

Environmental Protection Agency

(EPA) to show that efforts are being

made to control sediment from run-

ning off site. The permit is named the

EPA Storm Water Construction

General Permit. The permit requires

the operators of the site that qualify

under the definition of “operator” in

the permit to undertake a series of

steps to develop a plan and employ

the use of Best Management Practices

(BMPs) to minimize/reduce the escape

of pollutants from the site during 

construction.

Most people are not aware that

excess sediment (and pollutants

attached to the sediment) in our rivers

and streams can cause severe damage

to the fish and other aquatic life com-

munities. Too much sediment can

cloud the water and impede the

growth of aquatic plants, smother fish

habitat, and clog fish gills.

Educating Contractors
about Stormwater
Impacts

Rio Fernando de Taos Cleanup – Saturday, June 7th
As part of National River Cleanup Week 2008,  Amigos Bravos is coordinating

with Centinel Bank Taos, and Water Sentinels-Rios de Taos to conduct a river

cleanup on the Rio Fernando in Taos on June 7.

Time: 8:30am
Meeting Location: The main parking lot of Centinel Bank at 512 Paseo del

Pueblo Sur.

Cleanup Activities: We will split up into different groups to clean up various

stretches of the Rio Fernando. Afterwards, at around noon, we will meet back at

the Centinel Bank parking lot for a cookout sponsored by Centinel Bank. 

What to Bring: work gloves, sunscreen, sunhat, long pants, sturdy shoes, and water.

Sponsors: Centinel Bank of Taos, Amigos Bravos, and Sierra Club’s Water

Sentinels-Rios de Taos.  �

–continued on page 7 Some of the dedicated volunteers at the very successful Río Fernando cleanup in March of 2007  
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13th Annual Raffle for the Río – continued from page 1

Grande Prize
Round-trip Tickets for Two to the Bordeaux region of France 

and a seven-day stay in the 
Franco-American Affatato Family’s Bed & Breakfast at the historic

Chateua La Gatte in Saint André de Cubzac
In 2007, Amigos Bravos members achieved two huge victories!

• Because of people like you and Amigos Bravos, 100,000 acres of the Valle

Vidal is now protected as “New Mexico’s Yellowstone.”

• Amigos Bravos and our community partners won a significant victory before

the New Mexico Court of Appeals assuring that the federal Clean Water Act

will be enforced in our state.

In the coming year, Amigos Bravos and our allied organizations will show what

we can do when we work together:

• We will hold Los Alamos National Laboratory accountable under the Clean

Water Act, forcing tougher oversight to address the toxic legacy of 60 years of

dumping radioactive and chemical waste on the Pajarito Plateau;

• We will carry out an innovative, youth-based, water quality monitoring and

restoration initiative in the South Valley acequias of Albuquerque;

• We will continue to expand our collaborations state-wide, including urban

populations, Native Nations, and traditional land-based communities who

cherish the environmental, cultural, and spiritual values that rivers sustain.

The Raffle for the Río is our single largest annual fundraiser.

When you buy a raffle ticket, you ensure that all of us – working together –

can protect and restore the rivers and waters that sustain us all.  As a supporter of

Amigos Bravos, you will be showing that you understand the true nature of water

in a fragile desert ecosystem. 

The success of the Raffle depends on you!
For 20 years, Amigos Bravos has acted in the belief that our communities

should have the technical knowledge and organizational skills to protect and pre-

serve their own local rivers and water.  We work hard to provide that knowledge

and those skills to communities across the state.

In return, we depend on your support – support from you and other members

of your community – so that we can be as quick to respond as possible when

threats to our rivers arise.

Show your faith in Amigos Bravos and our mission to Restore Watershed

Health, Hold Polluters Accountable, and Build a River Protection Movement:

please purchase a raffle ticket (or five!). Drawing will be held on May 14, 2008.

Amigos Bravos 2008 Raffle for the Río
� Yes! I want to win a Trip to France!

� Please send me _______ raffle tickets @ $25.00 each

� Please send 5 tickets @ the special price of $100.00

Enclosed is my check for__________.

Charge my credit card: � VISA � MC 
#_________________________________________________  exp. _______

Name:_________________________________________________________

Address:________________________________________________________

Phone:____________________________________Email:________________

Make checks payable to Amigos Bravos. Mail to: Box 238, Taos, NM 87571

new “Pit Rule” that will require the oil

and gas industry to implement better

procedures for storing waste in pits or to

set up “closed loop” processes that do

not require the use of open pits. Some

legislators appeared to want to punish

the OCD. Two bills were introduced to

set up an interim committee to review

all statutes and rules governing OCD

and oversee its work (HB125-Foley and

SB394 and SB505-Adair). All three

died in committee. Currently, no interim

committee oversees the work of a divi-

sion of a state agency. On the positive

side, another bill (HB238-Wirth) would

have given the OCD the authority “to

protect public health, safety and welfare,

including the protection of the environ-

ment and wildlife resources and . . . to

regulate oil and gas operations so as to

prevent and mitigate significant adverse

environmental impacts on air, water, soil

or biological resources.” This bill also

died in committee.

Several bills dealt with uranium

mining. Some were positive, such as

HJM2 (Lujan) to inventory sites con-

taminated by uranium activities and

investigate the feasibility of a state

“superfund” program. It passed the

House 53-1, but died in the Senate. A

bill (HB22-Lundstrom) to conduct a

Uranium-Related Health Study died in

House committee, as did a Senate bill

(SB17-Lovejoy) that would have made

a minor change to the NM Mining Act

to prevent uranium activities within

1000ft of a dwelling. There were two

Uranium Legacy Cleanup bills (HB342-

Lundstrom and SB273-Martinez) that

proposed to pay for cleanup of past ura-

nium contamination through a very

small severance tax on new uranium

activity. Amigos Bravos and other envi-

ronmental justice groups – including the

newly-formed Multicultural Alliance for

a Safe Environment (MASE) – opposed

these measures because they support

new mining and the environmental and

public health dangers it would bring.

Another Senate bill (SB487-Ulibarrí)

was even more industry friendly and

could let companies avoid cleanup of

Review – continued from page 1

–continued on page 6
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On behalf of our Board of Directors and Staff, we 

acknowledge with gratitude the following membership 

contributions received during the past quarter (12/17/07-2/29/08).
$100+

Richard and Lois Abraham 

Dan Abramson

Sally N. Bachofer

Theresa Balluff

Marilyn J. Altenbach  & Barry C. Lauesen

Black Mesa Winery, LLC

Candace M. Boulay

Hamilton Brown & Martha Worthington

Clare Castiglia & Lawrence Shore

L. Rupert Chambers & Suzanne Covington

Shelley Cohen

Vivian A. Compton

Jai Saul Cross

Martin and Susan Dilger

Down To Earth, L.L.C.

Alyce K Frank

Linda Hodapp

Madeleine Hurd

John and Judith Lynn Johnson

Norton and Summers Kalishman

Diana Kelleher

Bonnie Korman

A. Lane Leckman, MD

Robert Leeson, Jr.

Virginia Levy

Linda Lane Rigsby

John Loges and Lori Remegio-Loges 

Linda C. and Arthur Lynch

John Bard Manulis

Hal and Sue Margolis

Mark Rudd & Marla Painter

Richmond & Nancy Mayo-Smith

Bruce and Terry McClymond 

Susan McGreevy

Michael D. McKay

Mountain Chiropractic & Kinesiology, LLC

Bonnie Payne

Van and Katherine Perkins

Christopher B. Peters

Roger and Marie Peterson

Katherine Pettus

Sandra M. Place

Redwing Construction, Inc.

Jean Richards

Wynette Richards

Thomas and Jean Richtsmeier

$250

Ann G. Ash

Sanford and Jane Brinkner

Robert Chappell

Cid's Food Market

Edgar and Gaywynn Cooper

David and Amanda Kocon

Molly Magnuson & Curtis Thomson

Emmett and Pauline Marx

Sally Mayer

The Mumford Family Foundation

Virginia Mudd and Clifford Burke

Nathaniel O. Owings

Al and Mary Anne Sanborn

Ross and Kristin Ulibarri

Andy and Sally Wasowski

Barbara Zaring and Stephen Rose

Azurite, Inc., Cotopaxi, CO

Black Mesa Winery, LLC, Velarde

Blossoms Garden Center, Taos

Burst-Whitson, Inc., CPAs, Taos

Business Transitions, El Prado

Cid’s Food Market, Taos

Cotl Tile, El Prado

Cottam Ski Shops, Inc., Taos 

Cottam's Ski & Outdoor Shop, Taos

Custom Graphics, Taos

Dobson House, Arroyo Hondo

Dr. Leckman, MD, Albuquerque

Embudo Dental Care

Fine Tuning Music, Taos

Fuller Therapeutics, Boulder, CO

Gallery A, Taos

Good Thunder Batiks, Embudo

Hawk Mechanical, Inc., Taos

Hirschi Investments, Wichita Falls, TX

InJoy Birth & Parenting Videos, Longmont, CO

Jack-Wrap-It-Express, Taos

JP Professional Services, Inc., Santa Fe

Ken Gallard Photographics, Taos Ski Valley

Kripinsky Dental, Ranchos de Taos

KXMT, KKTC, KKIT, KVOT, Taos

Late Nite Grafix, Inc., Santa Fe

Los Rios River Runners, Inc., Taos

Metric Motors, Taos

Moby Dickens Bookshop, Taos

Mountain Chiropractic & Kinesiology, LLC, 

Cedar Crest

Mountain Veterinary Clinic, Cedar Crest

NM Community Educ. Assoc., Ranchos de Taos

Nuclear Watch of New Mexico, Santa Fe

Patrick Dunbar Antiques and Rugs, Taos

Plaza Hardwood, Inc., Santa Fe

Positive Energy, Inc., Santa Fe

Pueblo of Sandia, Bernalillo

Rancho Arriba Bed & Breakfast, Truchas

Redwing Construction, Inc.

Roberto Vigil Enterprises, Questa

Salman Ranch, Buena Vista

San Luis Valley Ecosystem Council, Alamosa

Santa Fe Area Home Builders Association

Shel Neymark Architectural Ceramics, Embudo

Sierra Club Midwest Region, Traverse City, MI

Stone Forest, Santa Fe

Taos Equestrian Center

Taos Mountain Electronics

Taos Offroad and Performance

Taos Ski Valley

Taos Spa & Tennis Club

TaosNet

Tierra Wood Stoves, Taos

TK Consulting Ltd., Ranchos de Taos

Trails West, Las Cruces

Webb Design, Taos

Western Stoves and Spas, Las Cruces 

Wollens Quality Homes, LLC, Santa Fe

Zeke’s Auto Supply

Zirkel Realty, Ranchos de Taos

Support the businesses who support us..... 

$500+

Fieldstone Alliance Inc.

Annette McClure

Caitlin McHugh

Patti and Mark Veteto

Kappy Jo Wells

$1,000+

Jean-Louis Bourgeois

Lisa Freeman, Sulica Fund

Dave Grusin & Nan Newton

Merrill G. & Emrita E. Hastings Foundation

Mark Rendleman

Thomas Roberts and Leah Albers

Sally and Donald Romig

Margie Sanford

Santa Fe Area Home Builders Association

Norma Lee Schmidt

Sarah Sisk and Alan Hamilton

Strell Design

Margaret and Wayne Suggs 

Kenneth D. and Janet C.Taht

Dona J. Upson

Polly Raye & William Christmas

Barbara Windom

Keith Woloshun and Katherine Nydes

Mark and Debbie Yaravitz

If we have inadvertantly omitted you or your business from this list, please

accept our sincere apologies and let Linda Gomez know by phone at  

575-758-3874 or email at lgomez@amigosbravos.org   �




