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Clean Water Authority Restoration Act

Recent Supreme Court decisions and EPA and Army Corps policies have put our
state’s waters at risk. Over 50% of New Mexico’s waters are at risk of unregulated
dumping!

Restoring protection to New Mexico’s Waters

Passage of the Clean Water Act in 1972 led to great progress in cleaning up and
protecting rivers and streams across the country. However, after Supreme Court
rulings in 2001 and 2006, polluters have argued that the law no longer applies to
them and doesn’t protect numerous wetlands, streams, rivers, lakes, and other
waters historically covered by the Act, including as much as 90% of New
Mexico’s stream miles. The Clean Water Authority Restoration Act of 2007 is
needed to restore the longstanding protections originally intended by Congress.

What Is At Stake?

» More than half of New Mexico’s waters (rivers, streams, lakes) are at risk of
losing Clean Water Act protections

* New Mexico could become a dumping ground. If waters lose Clean Water Act
protection, they are no longer protected from filling and dredging operations,
pollution dumping, oil spills, and weakening water quality standards by the
state. An industry would be able to discharge contaminated water without
concern for public health and safety

» All closed basins in New Mexico could lose protection and be exposed to
unregulated dumping. The basins are the Estancia Basin, the Tularosa Basin,
the Mimbres Basin, the Plains of San Augustin, and the Sacramento watershed

» Public health is at risk as many communities rely on water in closed basins
for drinking, recreation, and irrigation

» Playa lakes are threatened under this policy. Playa lakes — lakes that fill
seasonally — help to recharge groundwater, store irrigation return flows, and
provide habitat and cover for wildlife and livestock

» Over 1/3 of New Mexico’s wetlands have already been destroyed and now the
remaining 2/3 are at increased risk

—continued on page 6
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chance to win a week in the wine country of Bordeaux, France
at the historic Chateau La Latte!

-see raffle coupon on page 4

P.O. Box 238 ¢ Taos, NM 87571 « 505-758-3874 « FAX 758-7345  email: bravos@amigosbravos.org « www.amigosbravos.org

“Year of Water’
Legislative Summary

— Leanne Leith,

Conservation Voters
New Mexico

Although 2007 may have been a
banner year for conservation efforts
in New Mexico’s state legislature (at
least 23 pro-conservation bills were
enacted), the “Year of Water” was a
flop. Most of the measures offered up
by legislators and the Administration
focused on plumbing instead of
planning, offering no substantive
water policy reforms — just money for
damming rivers, pumping aquifers,
and piping water around the state.

Unfortunately, several good water
bills were defeated by the real estate
and development community. One
bill, SB693, would have made the
State Engineer review of water
supply for new subdivisions binding,
meaning that county commissions
could not have approved subdivisions
where water supplies are inadequate.
Even after the Senate weakened the
measure by requiring State Engineer
reviews only for subdivisions of 20
lots or more (instead of 5 lots or
more, as originally drafted), the
development industry still managed
to defeat SB693 on the House floor,
21-35.

Another disappointment was the
defeat of SB1169, which would have
given the state jurisdiction over water
from aquifers below 2500 feet. Under
current New Mexico law, waters
below 2500 feet are not public, and
cannot be managed by the State
Engineer. As drilling technologies

have improved, however, major new
—continued on page 8
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Protect the Carson National Forest from ORVs!

Our public lands are at great risk from
off-road vehicle excesses, and need
your help to ensure long-term
protection from abuse. We are encour-
aging our members to participate in
the U.S. Forest Service’s Travel
Management Planning process and
send written comments to help
advocate for the protection of our
public land.

The Forest Service has received a
great deal of input from the off-road
vehicle community, and we need to
make sure that voices for conservation
and quiet recreation are also heard!

Amigos Bravos makes the following
recommendations that can be used as
a guide in preparing comments:

Request specific road closures: Look
for or ask the Forest Service to
identify the specific areas listed

below, find road numbers within these
areas, and request specific closures on
input forms provided by the Carson
Forest Service or with your own
paper. Use the reasons below to justify
your request.

Recommend that routes within
these areas BE CLOSED to
motorized use:

Riparian Zones, Rivers, and
Streams: Riparian zones, rivers, and
streams should be closed to motorized
off-road vehicle use, uncontrolled
parking, and dispersed camping
because of negative impacts to water
quality and fish habitat.

Goshawk Post Fledging Areas
(PFAs): The Goshawk is designated a
“sensitive species”. PFAs are post-
fledgling areas that are necessary
features of Goshawk habitat. The
proven impacts of roads and motor-
ized trails on goshawk and goshawk
habitat include noise disturbance,
habitat loss or fragmentation,
disturbance at a specific site,
disturbance of nesting sites, and
collection by falconers.
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—ORYV Riparian Damage in the Gila River

SW Willow Flycatcher Critical Habitat PFAs: The Southwest Willow
Flycatcher is found to be extremely sensitive to noise and disturbance from
motorized and off-road vehicles causing them to change behaviors, abandon their
young and nests, and exhibit breeding declines. The SW Willow Flycatcher is an
endangered species that lives in dense willow, tamarisk, and cottonwood thickets
and riparian areas. The species decline is mainly attributed to habitat loss making
the removal of motorized and off road vehicles from riparian areas (viable
habitat) very important.

Mexican Spotted Owl Protected Activity Centers (PACs) and Critical Habitat:
Motorized vehicle and off-road vehicles jeopardize the continued existence of this
endangered species. The Protected Activity Center provides a nesting area within
the polygon-mixed conifer/pine/oak habitat. Motorized vehicle activities on or
close to PACs destroy or adversely modify the owl’s designated critical habitat
through noise disturbance, edge effects, specific site disturbance, and habitat loss
or fragmentation.. Mexican Spotted Owls are found to be extremely sensitive to
noise and disturbance from motorized and off-road vehicles causing them to
change behaviors, abandon young and nests, and exhibit breeding declines.

Inventoried Roadless Areas: Roads break up large tracts of land and compromise
the wilderness character of roadless areas, both for quiet enjoyment and for
possible future wilderness designation. Besides fragmenting wildlife habitat,
roads and off-road vehicles serve as an import source for invasive and exotic
species into Inventoried Roadless Areas. Roadless areas are increasingly
important (and rare) for wildlife, water quality protection, and non-motorized
recreation — primarily used for quiet enjoyment.

Wilderness Areas: Roads within wilderness areas are illegal and should be closed
to motorized vehicles and motorized off-road vehicle use except to access trail-
heads. Roads close to Wilderness Area boundaries often lead to incursions, and
should therefore be rigorously managed to insure the protection of wilderness
areas . All roads, official or renegade, that trespass into Wilderness Areas should
be closed to conform with Congress’ mandate that bars the existence of any

“temporary road” and the use of motor vehicles within wilderness.
—continued on page 7



Rural People, Rural Policy Initiative

In April 2007, Amigos Bravos received a five-year grant from the W.K. Kellogg
Foundation aimed at developing policies to enhance sustainable rural communi-
ties throughout the southwestern U.S. As part of the Southwest Network of the
Kellogg Foundation Rural People, Rural Policy (RPRP) initiative, Amigos Bravos
will be working with groups in Arizona and NM to develop policies that will
encourage rural livelihood and sustainability in these changing times.

The W.K. Kellogg Foundation was established in 1930 “to help people help
themselves through the practical application of knowledge and resources to
improve their quality of life and that of future generations.” The Kellogg
Foundation supports projects involving health, food systems and rural develop-
ment, youth and education, and volunteerism. Attention is given to exploring
learning opportunities in leadership, information and communication technology,
capitalizing on diversity, and social and economic community development.

The W.K. Kellogg Foundation web site provides the following overview of the

Rural People, Rural Policy (RPRP) initiative:
Rural People, Rural Policy, a multi-year national initiative, is based on the
premise that rural America has abundant assets and that the brightest
potential for rural America emerges when a critical mass of rural people are
stronger, more organized policy actors. Rural People, Rural Policy builds and
strengthens skilled networks and organizations to advocate and act in the
rural policy arena.

Amigos Bravos has a long history of working on policy issues — beginning
with our work on the passage of the New Mexico Mining Act (1993), and most
recently with our work to ensure state authority to protect all waters in New
Mexico and our successful campaign to save the Valle Vidal from oil and gas
exploration. Our current policy work is focused on preventing pollution from
stormwater runoff and on countering the commodification of water that threatens
our rural communities by moving water to municipal and industrial uses.

Our role in the RPRP initiative will be one of furthering our mission, making
sure that policy initiatives proposed by the network have a positive effect on
water resources, and at the same time insuring that rural communities are able to
hold on to the water they need. We believe that this initiative is a good venue to
further our mission because we will be developing policies that define access to
clean and abundant water as crucial to public interest and welfare and the
sustainability of rural communities.

Over the years, Amigos Bravos has developed its own broad and diverse net-
work of allies working on water issues (including environmental groups, farmers,
acequia parciantes, environmental justice organizers, Pueblo Nations, sportsmen,
scientists, ‘green’ builders, and concerned individuals). The RPRP initiative will
broaden our network further by including groups that in the past have not been
involved in water issues. Being part of this large network of national and regional
organizations will enable Amigos Bravos to extend our reach so that when we go
to the legislature we will have an even fuller, more vital, and diverse voice speak-
ing on behalf of water.

The W.K. Kellogg Foundation describes the RPRP Network as follows:

Rural Policy Networks are sets of organizations selected from four specific
geographic regions and “at-large” from the United States. The five Networks
engage in a process that develops their individual and collective strategies,
skills, and efforts to improve the impact of public and private policy on rural
people and rural places. Rural People, Rural Policy selects a Cohort of up to
25 organizations every year, with five organizations joining each of the five
each Network will have a group of

25 organizations equipped and
actively working to improve rural
policy. Each Cohort participates in
a series of three peer learning
sessions that build their capacity
to engage in effective policy
change, strategic communications,
and network development. Each
organization receives a grant to
support its participation over the
duration of the Initiative. Each
Network meets on a regular basis
to share policy priorities critical to
its region, act on emerging strategy
to meet policy change objectives,
and draw more organizations and
actors into the work. By adding
organizations every year, the
Networks enrich and deepen their
potential for collective action and
build network cohesion over time.

Amigos Bravos is one of five organi-
zations chosen to join the Southwest
Network starting in 2007. Other
members of the Southwest Network
(from 2006 and 2007) include:
McKinley Community Health
Alliance/Community Area Resource
Enterprise (Gallup, NM), International
Sonoran Desert Alliance (Ajo, AZ),
Dofia Ana County Colonias
Development Council (Las Cruces,
NM), DNA-Legal Services (Window
Rock, AZ), Arizona Community
Foundation /Arizona Rural
Development Council (Phoenix, AZ),
Catholic Community Services of
Southern Arizona, New Mexico
\oices for Children (Albuquerque,
NM), Nogales Community
Development Corporation, and
University of Arizona Sponsored
Projects Services.
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Holding LANL Accountable

Holding LANL Accountable

Amigos Bravos and its partners in
Communities for Clean Water have
made significant progress in our efforts
to hold Los Alamos National
Laboratory (LANL) accountable for its
toxic legacy and in building a strong
community movement.

On March 29, 2007, three more
community groups and two individuals
joined Amigos Bravos and five other
community organizations to re-send the
60-Day Notice of Intent to Sue the
Department of Energy (DOE) and the
new management of LANL for wide-
spread and persistent violations of the
Clean Water Act (CWA).

The groups and individuals signing
on to the new Notice include: the
SouthWest Organizing Project (SWOP),
the New Mexico Acequia Association,
the Don Gabino Andrade Community
Acequia (Albuquerque’s South Valley),
Gilbert Sanchez, and Kathy Sanchez.

Re-sending the Notice allowed
inclusion not only of the new community
organizations supporting the CWA
action, but also the new corporation
responsible for managing LANL. The
corporation, Los Alamos National
Security LLC (LANS), was created
specifically to manage LANL and is
headed up by Bechtel. It includes two
other corporations with nuclear facili-
ties experience, BWX Technologies and
Washington Group International, and
LANL’s original managers, the Regents
of the University of California.

The Notice charges LANL with an
unprecedented number of violations of
the Clean Water Act. Filing a Naotice is
required under the Clean Water Act
prior to filing a lawsuit in court. The
new management group and the DOE
are responsible for LANL’s unwilling-
ness to deal effectively with its historic
and on-going toxic discharges, which
threaten the Rio Grande watershed and
regional drinking water supplies.

The original Notice was sent in May
2006. It is based on five specific
violations of the Clean Water Act:
 Failure to conduct adequate

monitoring;
 Failure to report violations;

—continued on page 6
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Summer Restoration Projects in the
Upper Red River — Volunteers Needed!

Join Amigos Bravos on one, two, or all three of our summer restoration projects
in the Upper Red River Watershed!

Amigos Bravos is organizing three work projects in the Upper Red River to
mitigate damage created by irresponsible off road vehicle use. Typically, we meet
up on Friday evening near the work area, work all day Saturday, and then finish
up early on Sunday morning. We camp near the work site and Amigos Bravos
provides food.

\olunteers are welcome to join us for the whole weekend or, if you don’t have
the whole weekend to spare, we welcome your help for the day or a couple of
hours on Saturday.

Dates of Restoration Projects

June 29th—July 1st — We will be working to install a French drain on a water
crossing in the Jiron/Cuerva area, which, because of heavy use by ATV, is
causing sediment loading in the Upper Watershed. We will also be installing signs
and blocking illegal routes.

July 14th—July 16th — We will be returning to Midnight Meadows, a site of pre-
vious years’ projects, to install a gate and barriers along an administrative access
only road. If we have time, we will also be working to complete a cattle
exclosure in the Upper Bitter Creek area.

August 10th-12th — We will be working on the Goose Lake Road that runs along
Placer Creek to stop motorized incursions into the Columbine Hondo Wilderness
Study Area. We will also install large educational signs and work to contain
illegal spurs off the main road with signs and debris.

Call Rachel Conn at 505-758-3874 for more information.
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Amigos Bravos 2007 Raffle for the Rio

Yes! I want to win a Trip to France!
raffle tickets @ $25.00 each

Please send 5 tickets @ the special price of $100.00

Please send me

Enclosed is my check for .
Charge my credit card: VISA MC
# exp.

Name:

Address:

Phone: Email:
Make checks payable to Amigos Bravos. Mail to: Box 238, Taos, NM 87571
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Calendar of Events:

June 2 (Saturday)

June 2-10 (Saturday-Sunday)
June 9 (Saturday)

June 21 (Thursday)
June 29-July 1 (Fri.-Sun.)

July 13-15 (Fri.-Sun.)

August 10-12 (Fri.-Sun.)

Rio Pueblo de Taos Cleanup, co-sponsored by Amigos Bravos and the the Rio Pueblo de
Taos Watershed Group; for more information call Rachel Conn, at 505-759-3873
National River Cleanup Week

Rio de Don Fernando Cleanup, co-sponsored by Amigos Bravos and Centinel Bank; call
Rachel Conn for details at 505-758-3874

Amigos Bravos 12th Annual Raffle for the Rio Drawing,

1st Red River Volunteer Restoration Weekend; installing a French drain in the Jiron/
Cuerva area; call Rachel Conn for details, 505-758-3874

2nd Red River Volunteer Restoration Project; installing a gate and barriers along an
adminstrative access only road in Midnight Meadows; call Rachel Conn at 505-758-3874
3rd Red River Volunteer Restoration Project; stopping motorized incursions into the
Columbine Hondo Wilderness Study Area; call Rachel Conn for details, 505-758-3874

Amigos Bravos’ Capital Reserve Fund is our insurance against hard times. The Capital Reserve Fund is money set aside to
ensure that the organization can survive cash flow shortages in the annual operating budget. It can only be accessed for cer-
tain purposes, such as meeting payroll or for emergency capital outlay. There are strict guidelines on when and how money
from the fund can be used. Any use of money from the Fund requires approval from the Board of Directors. This Fund is a hedge
against hard times, ensuring that Amigos Bravos will stay healthy and able to pursue its mission.

Our Capital Reserve account was opened in March 1998 with a $15,000 grant from the Ruth Mott Fund. Thanks to the
many generous contributions of our members, including recent ones from Shelley Cohen, Paul and Dawn Fleischer, Annette
McClure, Allen and Mary Anne Sanborn, the interest-bearing account now has a balance of $71,702. Our goal is to have
$150,000 in the account by the end of 2007. Please consider making a contribution to the Capital Reserve Fund.

Name

Jorge Luis Borges

CONFIDENTIAL REPLY

To explore a bequest to Amigos Bravos, please
complete this form and return it, marked confidential, Email
to Brian Shields, Executive Director, Amigos Bravos.

I have included Amigos Bravos in my will.
Please send information on how to include
Amigos Bravos in my will.

By including Amigos Bravos in your will... Help us save the Rio Grande
...you could protect a river for years Join Amigos Bravos!
$25 General Membership $100 River Protector
$35 River Steward $125 Business Member
$50 River Defender $250 River Guardian
$75 River Advocate $500 River Angel

| want to make a donation to the Amigos Bravos Capital Reserve Fund.

Amigos Bravos is a 501 (c)(3) organization.
Your membership donation is fully tax-deductible.

Name
Address
City/State/Zip

Telephone Fax

Charge my credit card: VISA MasterCard
Card #:

Exp. Date:

Address

Mail to: Amigos Bravos, P.O. Box 238, Taos, NM 87571

City, State,Zip

505-758-3874 « Fax 505-758-7345

Telephone — Best time to call

email: bravos@amigosbravos.org ¢ www.amigosbravos/org
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